True Love, Part 1 of 5

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails. – 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a


If you don’t already know or haven’t noticed the wedding countdown on my website, I will be getting married this Saturday, January 14! God has given me a wonderful blessing by giving Kellie to me, and I am excited and honored to get to marry her in just a few days from the time you are reading this (as I write, our wedding is just under a month away). For this reason, I have decided to depart from my regular devotion schedule this week and do a special series on love. What is love, anyway? This Scripture from 1 Corinthians is probably the most-used passage in the Bible when talking about love, and in these verses, Paul gives us a wonderful description of what true love really is. Most of all, true love never fails.

Question to Ponder: What is true love to you?
True Love, Part 2 of 5
[Love] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails. – 1 Corinthians 13:7-8a


If true love never fails, yet the divorce rate continues to hover around 50 percent, what is true love? Here are some of the most important aspects of true love. First of all, in a marriage or any kind of romantic relationship, we should love one another as Christ loves us (see John 13:34-35). Our love needs to be unselfish. Selfishness is perhaps the biggest problem facing couples today. But if we love one another selflessly, putting our spouse’s needs above our own and trusting him or her to do the same in return, then we will be treating one another the way God intended when He designed marriage. In addition, besides a relationship with Jesus, I believe that complete and total honesty about everything is the most important part of a healthy marriage. Finally, we must remember that love is a choice, not a feeling. Yes, there are some wonderful feelings that come along with love--but love itself must be a choice. You must choose to always love your spouse, during the good times and the bad.
Question to Ponder: How often are you selfish or dishonest with your spouse or significant other?
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Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. – Genesis 2:24

Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband. The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. – 1 Corinthians 7:3-4


Becoming one is an essential part of a healthy marriage, and while we often think of this in terms of a physical (sexual) act, the meaning goes much deeper than that. Yes, a husband and wife should freely give themselves to one another, trusting each other with their own bodies. But beyond that, a husband and wife should strive to become one in as many ways as possible by working together within their marriage instead of doing things separately. Compromise rather than insting on getting your own way. True oneness in a marriage means coming together and becoming as close (physically, mentally, spiritually, and emotionally) as two people can become.
Question to Ponder: In what ways are you one with your spouse? In what ways could you improve your oneness?
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But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. – Matthew 5:28


A wide variety of sexual sins, including lust, are becoming far too common in our society today. Those sins are tearing marriages and families apart. For Christians, it is obvious that physical adultery is wrong. But what else can fall under the category of adultery? According to the words of Jesus in this verse, adultery includes lust. Considering the kinds of things that are shown on TV today, and the provocative way in which some people choose to dress, lust is a problem that is very serious but is often overlooked. If you are married, have you ever looked at someone of the opposite sex and felt attracted to that person or had thoughts you shouldn’t be having? If so, you are being lustful, and you are not only sinning against God, but you are most likely hurting your spouse. If you are married, then God has given you a gift. Cherish that gift; cherish your spouse, and be careful to not lust after anyone else.
Question to Ponder: Do you ever talk or think about the physical appearance of anyone other than your spouse?
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Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her. ... Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. – Ephesians 5:22-25, 33

This is how God designed marriage. Yes, He expects the wife to submit to the husband, but submit is not a bad word--it simply means that we each have our own roles within a marriage. But the husband has to do his part as well. If the husband is loving his wife as he is supposed to, then she will want to submit to him. When both people within a marriage are fulfilling their given roles, then a beautiful marriage is created and God is glorified. From the time you are reading this, tomorrow is my wedding day! God has blessed me so much with Kellie, a true Proverbs 31 woman, and we look forward to serving God together for the rest of our lives!
Question to Ponder: How well do you fulfill your roles within a marriage?
