Christ Really Died for...Us?
For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. – Romans 5:6-8


Verse 8 is frequently quoted, but how often do we really stop to think about the significance of this passage of Scripture? It’s rare enough that one human would die to help save a friend, though such acts of heroism do occur from time to time. But Jesus, the only perfect human to ever walk on the earth, loves us all so much that He died for each and every one of us. He died for the Christian who loves Jesus wholeheartedly, yet is still a sinner. He also died for the ungodly person who unknowingly uses His name in vain and perhaps doesn’t even believe He exists. Can you imagine anyone else doing that? I can’t. That is the kind of unconditional love that only comes from God.
The Plot to Kill Jesus
Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him. But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the things Jesus did. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, "What shall we do? For this Man works many signs. If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and nation." – John 11:45-48

Some things remain the same even 2,000 years later. Why did the chief priests and Pharisees want to kill Jesus? They didn’t even stop to consider for a moment that maybe He was the Son of God and perhaps they should listen to Him and follow Him. Just as is the case with so many people today, they were so caught up in their own lives and agendas that nothing else seemed to matter. They were jealous, afraid, intimidated, among other things. But perhaps most significantly, they felt like they were supposed to be in control, and they didn’t like someone else coming in over them. The chief priests of that day knew the Old Testament as well as anyone, yet they were so caught up in furthering their own agendas that they completely missed the promised Messiah. Don’t get so caught up in your own life that you miss Jesus just like they did.
A Servant Above All Else
So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. – John 13:12-17

Jesus is the Son of God--the closest being to God that has ever walked this Earth. Yet He knelt down in front of His disciples and washed their feet, and this was just one of many times when He acted as a servant. Why? One reason was to teach us something that we too often forget. As Christians, our first priority should not be to serve our own interests. Instead, we should serve God first and others second, putting ourselves last. If we all did that, this world would be an infinitely better place. If just one person changes and starts to put God and others first, that one person can still make a tremendous difference in the lives of others. Remember that Jesus didn’t die for Himself; He died for each one of us.
Simon Peter’s Denials
Peter said to Him, "Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will lay down my life for Your sake." Jesus answered him, "Will you lay down your life for My sake? Most assuredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times. ... Now Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said to him, "You are not also one of His disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not!" One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, "Did I not see you in the garden with Him?" Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster crowed. – John 13:37-38; 18:25-27


How quickly some people back down from what they stand for when put under pressure. This took place after Jesus had been arrested, when His disciples weren’t sure what was going to happen. Simon Peter could have stood up and admitted to following Christ, but instead he lied and denied it. You may not literally deny knowing Jesus today, but the way you live your life may make people wonder. The moral of the story: Don’t just follow Jesus when it’s easy, follow Him also when it’s hard and unpopular. He promises to reward you for it, and you’ll also have a more positive impact on the people around you.
Jesus Died For Us
After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, "I thirst!" Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. – John 19:28-30


Jesus died for us. All Christians know that, but how often do we really think about it? On this Good Friday, I encourage you to take at least a few moments to really stop and think about that fact. He is the Son of God. Yet for a time He was a human--sinless, but just like you and me in many ways. He was put on trial and conviced even though He did nothing wrong. He was humiliated--the very Son of God, beaten, mocked, and forced to carry His own cross. Nails were driven through His body and ultimately He died for each one of us. Through it all, He didn’t waver. He knew what His purpose was and He fulfilled that purpose completely and perfectly. Jesus died for us. It’s easy to acknowledge that and take it for granted; I’ve done that plenty of times myself. But we should never underestimate what He did for us and all the suffering He had to endure. No word can accurately describe that kind of unconditional love that He has for each one of us.
Why Did Jesus Have to Die?
After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, "I thirst!" Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. – John 19:28-30


Sacrifice of some sort atones for sins. We see this all the way through the Old Testament. Why did God set it up like this? I’m not sure exactly, but sometimes we need to remember that He is God and we can’t understand everything He does. Whatever the reason, that’s how it has always been. God is perfectly holy and cannot just ignore our sin, but He also loves us so much that He wanted to make a way for us to be forgiven. Therefore, it is only logical that the ultimate atonement for all our sins would have to come in the form of the ultimate sacrifice--God’s one and only Son. There could be no other way, from God’s perspective. Sometimes I wonder if God made it too easy for us, and if that’s why we often don’t take sin as seriously as we should today. Nevertheless, He did make it easy because He loves us, and we should never take God’s ultimate gift to us for granted.
He Is Risen!

But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. Then they said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him." Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, "Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to Him, "Rabboni!" (which is to say, Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God. " Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her. – John 20:11-18
Easter Prophecies & Parallels

This week we are taking a look at passages from the Old Testament that are closely related to parts of the Easter story in the New Testament. Some of these include fulfilled prophecies. I always find parallels and prophecy fulfillments very interesting to learn about and I hope you do as well!

Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up his heel against me. – Psalm 41:9

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Him to them. And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him money. So he sought how he might conveniently betray Him. – Mark 14:10-11

They divide My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots. – Psalm 22:18

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one piece. They said therefore among themselves, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be," that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: "They divided My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots." Therefore the soldiers did these things. – John 19:23-24
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All those who see Me ridicule Me; they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, "He trusted in the Lord, let Him rescue Him; let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!" – Psalm 22:7-78

And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified. ... And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying, "You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross." – Matthew 27:31, 39-40

My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from helping Me, and from the words of My groaning? – Psalm 22:1

Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" – Matthew 27:45-46
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He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. (see Matthew 27:11-14) He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions of My people He was stricken. – Isaiah 53:3-8
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And they made His grave with the wicked--but with the rich at His death (see Matthew 27:57-61), because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. – Isaiah 53:9-12
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He guards all his bones; not one of them is broken. – Psalm 34:20
"And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn." – Zechariah 12:10

Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe. For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, "Not one of His bones shall be broken." And again another Scripture says, "They shall look on Him whom they pierced." – John 19:32-37
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For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. – Psalm 16:10-11
"Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses." – Acts 2:29-32
Easter Prophecies & Parallels

This week we are taking a look at passages from the Old Testament that are closely related to parts of the Easter story in the New Testament. Some of these include fulfilled prophecies. I always find parallels and prophecy fulfillments very interesting to learn about and I hope you do as well!

The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. – Psalm 118:22
Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame." Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone." – 1 Peter 2:4-7

