God’s Perfect Love
But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. – Jude 5-7

What do we see shining through these three verses? We see God’s perfect love. He looks after His people, saving them from the Egyptians, and He punishes those who are evil. It’s hard for some people to grasp how a loving God can punish people, but punishment is part of complete, perfect love. Just as a loving parent punishes a child for doing something wrong (and that is the best way to raise a child, despite some modern parents’ reluctance to punish), God punishes us when we need correction.
The Sin-Filled Last Days
These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage. But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit. – Jude 16-19

This definitely sounds like an accurate description of our society today! We have some of these sinful people who seem to enjoy complaining against Christianity despite how silly and ridiculous those complaints usually are. Many of our political leaders and other people in positions of power and leadership have used those flattering words to gain an advantage. But Jude gives us hope--God knew this would happen, He’s still in control, and hopefully it won’t be long before Jesus returns!
Stand Up For God
But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And on some have compassion, making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. – Jude 20-23

Jude’s advice to us is clear. Under the umbrella of keeping ourselves in God’s love, we should have compassion on people as well as help save those who have fallen into sin. Hate the sin and the effects it can have but love the person and do whatever you can to save that person. We don’t need to tolerate sin in order to feel more accepted by those around us who are non-believers. Their opinions are irrelevant, and we’re doing them no eternal favors anyway if we don’t share the truth. We need to passionately stand up against sinful behavior and stand up for our God!
Give Glory to God
Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen. – Jude 24-25

Aside from Revelation which is obviously the most unique book in the Bible, these are the last words based on the way our Bible is arranged. This also concludes this series of Daily Devotionals (after a couple of special Christmas devotionals, there will be a brief break and then they will return with a new and exciting format on January 3). Jude takes the opportunity to remind us of what all God does for us--a reminder many of us need to hear on a daily basis so we don’t take Him for granted. He cares for us and loves us enough to keep us from stumbling, or to pick us back up and forgive when we do. Beyond that, we are presented as faultless before God because of what Jesus did for us on the cross, despite the fact that we have many faults. Follow God closely, with all your heart, and give Him all the glory!
