Created In God’s Image
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. – Genesis 1:26-27


God created us in His image. We may or may not resemble Him physically; He doesn’t look at such things, so we have no way of knowing that for sure. What these two verses do mean, though, is that God created us in His image in other ways--we were created to resemble His characteristics, such as love, patience, forgiveness, kindness, and faithfulness. By reflecting His traits in our lives, we can show His glory to the world around us. We should also keep this in mind when looking at others, or looking at ourselves in the mirror. Criticizing ourselves or others is criticizing God’s creation.
God In Three Persons
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” – Genesis 1:26


This single verse gives us astounding proof that Jesus and the Holy Spirit have always existed in some way. Take note of the word “Us” that God uses. If you’re not familiar with the timeline of the Old Testament, Moses wrote Genesis (along with the rest of the first five books) around 1450 B.C. I don’t think there is any possible way Moses could have imagined the Trinity or had knowledge of either Jesus or the Holy Spirit nearly 1500 years before Jesus was born and centuries before there were even any prophecies about His coming. So, why did Moses use the word “Us” in this verse? He would have had no reason to himself, which tells me these words, just like the rest of the Bible, must have come straight from God.
How Long Did People Live Back Then?
For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground. – Genesis 2:5b-6

Did the people discussed in early parts of the Bible really live to be hundreds of years old? Many non-Christians immediately dismiss that idea, and you may have wondered about it yourself. I believe it happened, because I believe the words of the Bible came directly from God. How did it happen? I don’t think we can know for sure, but I believe these verses can help to explain it. Prior to the flood, it had never rained on the earth. Instead, there was some type of moisture blanket in the atmosphere. I believe those atmospheric conditions, vastly different from the way things are set up today, likely provide at least part of the answer to that question. The world was purer, disease hadn’t really started to enter into the picture yet, and the atmospheric differences could have all combined to allow people to live much longer than we do today.
Guard Against Deceit
Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. – Genesis 3:4-6

The serpent in the Garden of Eden was very cunning and very deceitful. In today’s world, there are many “serpents” all around us. The people and things of the world will try to convince you that something really isn’t all that bad. Be careful, though, and guard yourself against that deceit. If God tells us something is sinful, then it’s sinful--there’s no way around it. When you give in and accept the “it really isn’t all that bad” mindset, you’re making the same mistake Adam and Eve made: You are trusting Satan instead of trusting God.

Far-Reaching Consequences
To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in pain you shall bring forth children; your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: Cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life.” – Genesis 3:16-17

Adam and Eve’s sinful choice affected all of humanity from that point forward. While the consequences of any sinful decision you may make obviously won’t be that severe, don’t underestimate the potential consequences of sin. When you’re being tempted, consider not only the potential harm that could come to yourself but also the harm that could come to others if you make the wrong choice. Never underestimate the power of sin--its consequences can reach farther than you would have ever thought.
When Jealousy Controls You
And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD. Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering, but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. – Genesis 4:3-5


Why didn’t God respect Cain’s offering? The only logical answer is that Cain’s heart wasn’t in the right place, since that is what God looks at when making such decisions. However, instead of taking a look inside and trying to improve himself, Cain became jealous of Abel. In fact, Cain’s jealousy became so severe that he killed his brother. While I doubt any of you would do anything that extreme, it is important to keep jealous feelings in check. When you feel yourself becoming jealous of someone, take a close look at yourself instead of taking it out on the other person. Try to work toward a resolution by remembering how much God has blessed you. Also keep in mind that having eternal life in Christ is infinitely more important than owning any material thing.
God Was Grieved
Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. – Genesis 6:5-6


Can you imagine what the world must have been like to make God sorry He had ever created mankind? Honestly, it probably had a lot in common with the way it is today. On a more personal level, though, can you think something you’ve done recently that may have grieved God in His heart? God created us and everything in this universe; He gives us infinite love and grace. All He wants in return is for us to acknowledge Him and live our lives in a way that brings Him honor and glory. I think resisting the temptation of sin can be quite a bit easier if we keep in mind that, when we sin, we literally grieve God in His heart.
Long-Lasting Faith
Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. – Genesis 6:14


Abraham had to have incredible faith when he was willing to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, when God asked him to. But I’m not sure anyone has shown such a long duration of faith as did Noah as he built the ark. It’s not known exactly how long it took; the common figure is 120 years, but I don’t think the timeline of the Bible quite supports that and I feel like a period of 50 to 80 years is more accurate. Regardless, Noah spent many decades working on the ark. Can you imagine the ridicule he had to endure? Not only did evil prevail around him, but it had never rained, so no one knew what a flood was! If you are in a situation where you are being ridiculed in some way for your beliefs, stand strong and endure it, because God is standing with you. If you need a little added inspiration, simply think about everything Noah had to endure, and the reward that ultimately came to him because of his faith and righteousness.
Consequences of Self-Glorification
And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth." [The Lord said] "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech." Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. – Genesis 11:4, 7, 9

The consequences that can come as a result of people choosing to glorify themselves instead of God can be catastrophic. In this case, because the people were building the Tower of Babel to bring glory to themselves, God scattered them and made them all speak different languages so they could no longer communicate. Did this story happen in the literal sense? I believe so, because people in those times passed down stories verbally and did so with great accuracy, and because Moses would have had no logical reason to make up this story himself when he wrote the book of Genesis. Regardless, it provides us with a good lesson. Everything that we accomplish is only possible through God (Philippians 4:13). Disaster can strike when we try to take the credit and give glory to ourselves, but when we give the glory to Him, He will never fail to take care of us.
Lessons in Trusting God from Abraham, Part 1 of 5
Now the Lord had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, from your family and from your father's house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. – Genesis 12:1-2, 4

We can learn a lot about trusting God from the life of Abram (later renamed Abraham by God). His first experience in trusting God came here, when God told Abram to leave his country and go into a new and unknown land. Abram could have stayed put; he could have doubted God or tried to debate with God. However, he didn’t do any of those things. He followed God’s command with absolutely no hesitation, the first sign we see of his complete faith and trust in God. He didn’t even ask God where he was going--he just went. We can apply that lesson to our lives, too. God always knows the destination, but He doesn’t always reveal it to us. When He doesn’t, we need to trust Him just like Abram did.
Lessons in Trusting God from Abraham, Part 2 of 5
And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir." Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. – Genesis 15:4-6


We don’t know exactly how old Abram was at this time, but we can be certain that he was already fairly advanced in age. He was afraid that someone else would be his heir because he had not yet had any children of his own. But God told him that he would still have a child and that his descendants would eventually be as numerous as the stars in the sky. Once again, what kind of reaction do we see from Abram? Do we see doubt or worry? No. Instead, we again see complete faith and trust in God. The Lord told Abram that he would have a child and Abram knew that God cannot lie, so that was enough to put his mind at ease.
Lessons in Trusting God from Abraham, Part 3 of 5
So Sarai said to Abram, "See now, the Lord has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her." And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. Then Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan. So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes. – Genesis 16:2-4


Sarai did not trust God as completely as Abram did, and we see the disastrous consequences that can occur as a result of not trusting God. She told Abram to have a child with their servant, which he did. Abram and Sarai took things into their own hands instead of having patience and continuing to trust in God. We do the very same thing today, and there are always consequences. For Abram, his son Ishmael was punished by God (see Genesis 16:9-12), and although this is uncertain, I believe that this may have been where the Muslim faith originated. Taking things into our own hands and not trusting God can have long-lasting and extreme consequences.
Lessons in Trusting God from Abraham, Part 4 of 5
And I will bless [Sarah] and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her." Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?" – Genesis 17:16-17

It can easily happen to the best of us. As strong as Abraham’s faith was, even he began to doubt and lose faith in God’s power. He even laughed at what God had told him as though it was impossible! But of course, nothing is impossible with God. He is always in control and He ultimately has the power to do anything He wishes. He also never fails to keep a promise. We know that God did in fact give Abraham and Sarah a son, Isaac, at the exact time He had promised He would. We can apply this to our lives in several ways. God always has a plan, He always keeps His promises, and His timing is always better than anything we have in mind. Doubt may begin to creep in as time passes, but we can take comfort in the fact that God will never fail to do those three things for us.
Lessons in Trusting God from Abraham, Part 5 of 5

Then [God] said, "Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you." ... And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me." - Genesis 22:2, 10-11a, 12

I’m not sure anyone in the Bible or anyone who has lived since has had faith strong enough to compare to that of Abraham. He had such complete and total faith in God that he was willing to offer his son, the son he had waited so long for, as a sacrifice upon God’s request. Ultimately, though, God just wanted to test Abraham. I think He still does that with us today. He may let you go in a direction in which you have two or more choices to see if you will follow Him or if you will be led astray. Other paths may appear tempting, but eternal peace and joy can only come from putting our complete trust and faith in God. Whenever you’re having a hard time trusting God’s plan, take a look back at the experiences of Abraham for encouragement.
How to Resolve Disputes, Part 1 of 2
So Abram said to Sarai, "Indeed your maid is in your hand; do to her as you please." And when Sarai dealt harshly with [Hagar], she fled from her presence. Now the Angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. And He said, "Hagar, Sarai's maid, where have you come from, and where are you going?" She said, "I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai." – Genesis 16: 6-8

This passage takes place after, due to a lack of trust in God’s plan, Sarai told Abram to conceive a child with their servant Hagar. When Hagar became pregnant, she suddenly started to dispise Sarai. Then, instead of trying to improve the situation she made a second poor decision and ran away. An angel caught up to her in the wilderness and eventually Hagar did go back, but things would have been much better had she never run away in the first place. We can learn from Hagar that running away is never the solution to a problem. Tomorrow, we’ll look at another dispute that was handled much better.
How to Resolve Disputes, Part 2 of 2

Now the land was not able to support [both Lot and Abram], that they might dwell together, for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. So Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left." – Genesis 13:6, 8-9

Abram shows here that he had a great deal of wisdom and knew the best way to settle this dispute! We can learn several things from him. First, talking is always the way to go. Abram didn’t try to avoid Lot; instead, he went right to him to get their dispute settled without wasting any time. Secondly, try to avoid a big argument if at all possible. If there doesn’t appear to be a quick solution, just give in. Sometimes the other person will really respect you for that; other times, (s)he may not. Some people seem to think that they should always get their way. But it doesn’t matter because, by giving in, we are showing the gentleness and love of Jesus to the other person. Most arguments are quickly forgotten, but that kind of response may have a long-lasting impact on that person.
A Consequence of a Sinful Lifestyle
So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, "Get up, get out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city!" But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking. – Genesis 19:14


Lot’s sons-in-law didn’t take him seriously when he tried to warn them. Why? Because, if you’re not familiar with the story, Lot had fallen into sin along with the rest of the city of Sodom. People ask why it matters if Christians live a godly lifestyle if we’re going to be forgiven anyway; there are many reasons for that, but this is certainly one of them. We can’t effectively have a positive impact on others if we’re living in sin right along with them. If Lot had remained close to God, living the way he should have instead of falling into sin, his sons-in-law would have been more likely to take him seriously, knowing that he had that kind of character. But instead, since he did fall into sin, he looked just like everyone else, and they had no reason to take him seriously. Lot’s sons-in-law did not escape and were apparently killed when God destroyed the city. If you’re living in sin, you are likely missing out on opportunities to save people in another way--opportunities to share Jesus with them and show how He can change lives.
